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° Bishop Tong’s official photo can be downloaded from www.hkdavc.com/bishopjohntong.html

o Bishop Tong's video clips can be downloaded through FTP service -

® ftp://catholic.org.hk
® Username: media@catholic.org.hk

® Password: media
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To: Local Media
Re: Bishop John Tong Promoted to Cardinal by Pope Benedict XVI

Date:  January 6", 2012

Pope Benedict XVI has announced today at the Vatican the promotion of
Bishop John Tong to Cardinal. Bishop Tong is the seventh Chinese
Cardinal in the history of the Catholic Church.

INTRODUCING CARDINAL-ELECT JOHN TONG

The Cardinal-elect, Bishop John Tong Hon, was born in Hong Kong in 1939. In 1966
he was ordained priest in Rome by Pope Paul VI, for the Diocese of Hong Kong. He
holds a Doctorate in Theology from the Pontifical Urbaniana University, Rome, and a
Master’s Degree in Philosophy from The Chinese University of Hong Kong. He has
taught at the diocesan major seminary and then at the Holy Spirit Seminary College
since 1970. From 1980 till now, he has been the Director of the Holy Spirit Study
Centre, a diocesan office that studies issues related to the Catholic Church in China.
He had been Vicar General from 1992 to 2009. He was ordained Auxiliary Bishop of
Hong Kong on 9 December 1996 (with Titular See of Bossa). He was appointed
Coadjutor Bishop of Hong Kong on 30 January 2008. Upon the retirement of Cardinal
Joseph Zen, sbB, on 15 April 2009, he succeeded him as Bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Hong Kong. Currently, he holds the following offices at the Vatican:
Adviser to the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, Member of the
Committee “VOX CLARA” under the Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments, and Member of the Commission for the Catholic Church
in China.
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